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visited Rome, where he concluded an agreement with
Italy whereby certain territory in Africa was ceded
by France to Italy and other concessions made with
a view to removing what were considered to be
legitimate grievances of Italy in that quarter.

Thus matters in Europe seemed to have taken a
turn for the better, when Hitler carried out his next
stroke. This was the denunciation of the military
provisions of the Treaty of Versailles and the reintro-
duction of conscription into Germany in March 1935.
Once again there was a disagreeable flutter in the
dovecotes of Europe. The politicians of Europe
reacted to this evidence that Germany intended to
be governed by the law of her own strong right arm
according to their various temperaments. Mussolini
suggested practical co-operation, and Mr. MacDonald
busied himself with thoughts of protest. Great
Britain, in fact, sent a note of protest on her own
initiative, the chief effect of which was to arouse not
unnatural resentment in France because she had not
been consulted. The German action did not prevent
the visit of Sir John Simon to Berlin as arranged,
which duly took place one week after the denuncia-
tion. It was at this visit that the Fuehrer blandly
informed Sir John Simon that Germany, technically
disarmed by the provisions of the Versailles Treaty,
had already attained parity with Great Britain in
the air.

Here was the moment for a decision; here was the
time for action. The British Government should have
bent itself vigorously to the production of armaments,
and notably of aircraft, to ensure that Germany should
not outdistance her. Here was the time for vigorous co-
operation between the Great Powers to ensure that the
initiative should pass from Herr Hitler, and that what-
ever changes and revisions might take place should be
the subject of consent and not brought about by dicta-